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• Vulnerablepopulationsareincreasing;inparticular
thenumberofpersonsinpovertyisincreasingin
everycountywiththegreatestincreaseinnumbers
cominginthewealthiestcounties.

• Vulnerablepopulationsarespreadingoutasthe
regionasawholebecomesmorediverse.

• Thereareconsiderablevariationsacrosscountiesin
termsofsocio-economicstatus,healthoutcomes,
andaccesstocare.

• Poorhealthoutcomesarehighlycorrelatedwith
poorsocio-economicstatusinurbancounties.

• Poorhealthoutcomesarehighlycorrelatedwith
pooraccesstocareinruralcounties.

• Obesityanddiabetesisincreasingacross
theregion.

• Minorityhealthisparticularlyadverselyaffectedby
socio-economicstatus,bypooraccesstocare,by
environmentalfactors,andbybehavior;however,
AfricanAmericansandHispanicsappeartobe
impacteddifferentlybythesefactorsorrespond
differentlytotheseimpacts.

In2010,theREACHHealthcareFoundationasked
theMid-AmericaRegionalCouncil(MARC)to
analyzeavailabledataonthehealthandsocial
conditionsoftheuninsuredandothervulnerable
populationsintheKansasCitymetropolitanarea.
Thisdocumentprovidesabriefsummaryofthe
findingsfromthatanalysis.

R E g I O n A l  H E A l T H  A s s E s s M E n T  R E P O R T  

BasedondatafromtheU.s.CensusBureau2008
AmericanCommunitysurvey,outofatotal1.8million
population,250,000peopleintheREACHservicearea
areuninsured(chartA).Anadditional195,000people
receiveMedicaidassistance.

These individuals are considered the 

“medically underserved,” representing  

24% of the area’s total population.

BesidesthosewhoareuninsuredoronMedicaid,alittle
lessthan1.2millionpeopleintheREACHservicearea
havehealthinsurancethroughtheirworkplace.Closeto
164,000peoplehaveMedicareplussomeothertype
ofinsurance,whileabout45,000peoplehaveMedicare
withoutsupplementalinsurance.Approximately112,000
peoplepurchasehealthinsurancedirectlyfrominsurersas
theirprimarycoverage.

A.TypeofHealthInsurance

RegionalHealthIssues HealthDataAssessmentFindings

The data reflects health issues and 

conditions in the Foundation’s service area:

•JohnsonCounty,Ks

•WyandotteCounty,Ks

•AllenCounty,Ks

•JacksonCounty,MO

•CassCounty,MO

•lafayetteCounty,MO

•PortionsofClayandPlattecounties
thatarewithintheboundariesof
KansasCity,Missouri
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D.PercentageofUnderservedbyPovertylevel

C.numberofUnderservedbyAgegroup

About58%oftheuninsuredhaveincomesbelow200%of
poverty;slightlymorethanthree-fourthsofthoseonMedicaidfall
inthesameincomerange.Morethanonequarter(28%)ofthe
uninsuredliveinhouseholdsbelowthefederalpovertylevel.This
comparesto3%ofthosewhoareinsuredthroughtheirworkplace.

Individualswhopurchaseinsurancedirectlythroughtheindividual
marketplacearesomewhatpoorer,worksomewhatlessandare
slightlyolderthanthosewhoreceiveitthroughanemployer.

Individualswithadequateinsuranceareprimarilyinthemiddle
agesbeforeeligibilityforMedicare,withthemedianageat43.
Theagedistributionoftheuninsuredislargelyyoungadultswith
amedianageof31.

B.PercentageofUnderserved
byEmploymentstatus

TheUninsuredandMedicallyUnderserved

R E g I O n A l  H E A l T H  A s s E s s M E n T  R E P O R T  

Thecompositionofthosewhoareinsured,
thosewhoareonMedicaid,andthosewhoare
uninsuredisquitedifferent.ChartsB,CandD
illustratesomeofthesedifferencesintermsofage,
employmentandpoverty.Themajority(87%)of
individualsonMedicaidarenotinthelaborforce;
about55percentarechildrenundertheageof18,
with13percentseniorsoverage65.Oftheremaining
32percent,asignificantnumberofthemaresingle
mothersoringrouphomes(disabled).Bycontrast,
two-thirdsoftheuninsuredareinthelaborforce,with
56%workingand11%lookingforwork.

The poverty chart shows that those 

on Medicaid and the uninsured have 

higher rates of poverty than people 

who are insured. 

Insured

Medicaid

Uninsured

The full report can be found online 
at www.regionalhealth.org.
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R E g I O n A l  H E A l T H  A s s E s s M E n T  R E P O R T  

F.YearsofPotentiallifelost(YPll)

Diabetes

g.PopulationwithDiabetesandObesity

Allen 7.9

Wyandotte 9.4             

Jackson 8.6

Lafayette 8.3 

Cass 8.4

Clay 7.8

Platte 7.7

Johnson 6.0

Allen 31.7

Wyandotte 30.8

Jackson 30.6

Lafayette 31.0 

Cass 30.3

Clay 30.1

Platte 28.6

Johnson 22.8

Obesity

Allen Johnson Wyandotte Cass Clay Jackson Lafayette Platte
REACH  

Service Area

At/Under 100% FPL (2000) 2,093 15,323 25,773 4,664 9,898 76,808 2,816 3,477 140,852

At/Under 100% FPL (2008) N/A 23,174 30,073 4,853 15,196 95,850 3,962 6,779 179,887

% Increase At/Under
100% FPL (2000 to 2008)

N/A 51.24% 16.68% 4.05% 53.53% 24.79% 40.70% 94.97% 27.71%

E.PopulationlivinginPoverty

Thereareanumberofpopulationsthatcanbe
consideredmedicallyvulnerablebecauseofsusceptibility
toillnessorinjuryorbecausetheyhavefinancial,cultural
orphysicaldifficultiesinaccessinghealthcare.These
populationsincludepeopleoverage65(approximately
200,000peopleandgrowing)andthoseunderage18
(466,000,oraboutonequarterofthepopulation).

Othervulnerablepopulationsinourregioninclude
minorities(aboutonequarterofthepopulation),those
whoarelinguisticallyisolated(about18,000individuals),
thosewhoarehomeless(over10,000individuals),and
thoseindividualswhoareundocumented,estimated
tobeabout43,000.Anespeciallymedicallyvulnerable
populationarethoseindividualslivinginpoverty,which
totalsabout180,000.ChartEshowsthatthenumbersof
individualslivinginpovertyisgrowinginallcountiesinthe
REACHservicearea.

Animportantmeasureusedinthecountyhealth
rankingsisyearsofpotentiallifelost(YPll),which
isameasureoftheratesofprematuredeath.Itis
thenumberofyearsoflifepriortoage75lostwithin
ageographicareaduetoprematuredeathandis
expressedasthenumberofyearslostper100,000
population(chartF).

Obesityanddiabetesaremajorandrelatedhealthissues.
Chartgshowsthe2007obesityanddiabetesrates
percounty.ObesityratesareabovetheU.s.averagein
allcountiesexceptinJohnson;diabetesratesalsoare
higherthantheU.s.average.DatafromtheU.s.Centers
forDiseaseControlshowthatadultobesityanddiabetes
increasedineverycountybetween2004and2007,
exceptinJohnsonCounty,wherediabetesratesheld
steadyduringthatperiod.

source:CDCnationalDiabetessurveillancesystem

source:nationalVitalstatisticssystem,CDCnationalCenterforHealthstatistics


